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Die Geschichte und die Wurzel des Satzes von der Erhaltung der Arbeit. 
By E. Mach. Leipsic : Barth, 1909. Pp. 60. 
This little book was one of the first publications of Professor Mach and 
lays the foundation for all his future work. It treats the problem of the con- 
servation of energy, and discusses its philosophical foundation. The old edi- 
tion has been exhausted and to some extent replaced by his later books, espe- 
cially his Science of Mechanics, in which he treats the same problem in con- 
nection with all other problems of science, though especially mechanics. His 
conclusion, to state it briefly, is that the nature of science consists in an 
economy of thought. While the first edition has to some extent been super- 
seded by Professor Mach's more complete labors there is still a continuous 
call for the book, and many of the author's friends and admirers have insisted 
on its republication. Accordingly Professor Mach now presents it to his 
readers in an unchanged form, accompanied by a brief foreword of explana- 
tion. 



Ethics. By John Dewey and James H. Tufts. New York: Holt, 1908. 
Pp. 61& 
This volume is a by no means unimportant member of Holt's American 
Science Series and brings within the scope of junior students the accumulated 
results of the science of morals up to the present day. Its confessed purpose 
is to awaken in the student "a vital conviction of the genuine reality of moral 
problems and the value of reflective thought in dealing with them." The 
twenty-five chapters following the introduction are grouped in three parts. 
The first (written by Professor Tufts) is historical in character, treating not 
of the history of science, but of the beginnings and growth of morality. Here 
in the discussion of early group life and the transition first from group to 
personal morality, from tribal custom to individual conscience, followed by 
the development of morals among the Hebrews and Greeks, and later through 
the Middle Ages to the modern period, and closing with a comparison of a 
code of morals founded upon customs and that based upon reflective thought, 
the presentation of historical material is subordinated to the main purpose, 
as above quoted, of arousing a sense of the reality of ethical problems. To 
this purpose is likewise subordinated the theoretical interpretation contrib- 
uted in Part II by Professor Dewey where problems and types of moral 
character are treated, as well as the relation of conduct to character and 
happiness, and the place of reason, of duty, and of self in the moral life. The 
joint authors share in the preparation of Part III which is devoted to the 
application of ethics to "The World of Action." Here we have an exposition 
of the relation of the individual to the social organization, and of the prin- 
ciples and problems of economic and political life, including also a discussion 
of the family and its relation both to the individual and to the state. 

The Earliest Cosmologies. By William Fairfield Warren. New York: 
Eaton & Mains. Pp. 222. Price $1.50 net. 
In his capacity as professor of comparative theology and philosophy of 
religion in Boston University during the thirty years of his presidency, Pro- 
fessor Warren was constantly made aware of the fact that the latest and most 
authoritative discussions of the pre-Copernican conceptions of the universe 



BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTES. 479 

have been hopelessly contradictory and therefore bewildering. He has made 
a most careful study of the subject and now offers this "Guidebook for be- 
ginners in the study of ancient literatures and religions," because he rightly 
judges a knowledge of the world-view to be of fundamental importance in 
correctly understanding the religious philosophy or science of any people. 
Of great value is Dr. Warren's solution of the conflicting notions of the 
ancient Hebrew cosmology, but of perhaps most vital interest is his new 
view of the Babylonian heavens and earth, since it renders great assistance 
towards a comprehension of all the other ancient world-conceptions. 

The book discusses the Hebrew universe as commonly pictured, and as 
pictured by Schiaparelli, then his new interpretation of the Babylonian uni- 
verse and those of the Bible, Talmud and the Koran in the light of this new 
view, followed in turn by the Egyptian, Homeric, Indo-Iranian, and Bud- 
dhistic universes. The text concludes with problems along which work for 
the future may profitably be directed. An appendix contains papers on 
various phases of the general subject which have appeared in different period- 
icals, and an index of authors and one of subjects completes the volume. 



Les fonctions mentales dans les societes inferteures. Par L. Livi-Bruhl. 
Paris: Alcan, 1910. Pp. 461. Price 7 fr. 50. 
M. Levy-Bruhl mentions as characteristics of "collective representations," 
that they are common to the members of a given social group, are transmitted 
from generation to generation and that they arouse in individuals sentiments 
of respect, fear or adoration for their objects, as the case may be. The laws 
peculiar to these "collective representations" cannot be discovered by the 
study of the "civilized white adult," but light may be thrown on our own 
categories and logical principles by a consideration of these collective repres- 
entations and their connection in primitive grades of society. Doubtless the 
method will lead in time to a new and positive theory of cognition founded 
on the comparative method, but this result can only be accomplished by a 
series of efforts, and Professor Levi-Bruhl hopes to facilitate matters by at- 
tempting in the present volume to determine the most general laws which 
govern collective representations in lower grades of society. The book has 
no index but is provided with a careful analytical table of contents which enu- 
merates in detail the contents of the chapters on the following topics: Col- 
lective representations in the perceptions of primitive people and their mystical 
character; the law of participation; the operations of pre-logical mentality; 
the mentality of primitive people in relation to the languages they speak ; pre- 
logical mentality and its relation to enumeration; institutions in which are 
implied collective representations governed by the law of participation; tran- 
sition to higher types of mentality. 

The Philosophy of Change. By D. P. Rhodes. New York: Macmillan, 
1009. Pp. 389. 
Another more or less logical consequence of the prevalent philosophy of 
pragmatism appears under this rather non-committal title. The author fills 
a long preface with warnings to prepare the reader for what he is to meet with. 
The purpose of the work is expressly stated as "to show that truth has never 
been, and cannot now be, demonstrated by man as a whole or in any part ; that 



